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By RUSSE._ L J' MOORE

| CA study performed by the Rhode Isia.nd Pubhe--_
" Expendlture Council (RIPEC). and to be released -

today finds ‘Rhode Tslanders. pay the - seventh

highest amount of combined state and local taxes '
'in the country. The state’s taxpayers also pay . for which the data is available. -
more -than Connecticut and Massachusetts. resi- -

“been the same and haven't changed but:

dents int total taxes to the state governmernt.
. While the > neighboring states have made signif-

“icant progress in taxpayer relief during the last -
“decade, Rhode Island has fallen behmd the -

- study.found.
- “The report also fmds that Rhode Island’s rela-
tive state and local tax burden has been growing,

whilé it has been dedlining in Massachusetts and‘_

Cormectzcut " states a release from RIPEC. -

increased from'$117:32 per-$1,000 of per-
al i income in 1995:to $122. 68 per $1 000 of per~
income m 2005 : ‘

ns declined from $122.64 of personal income in.
1995 to:$]

In an‘mtemew Monday, Gary SaSSe RIPEC’ :

exemtwe director, furthered the. ‘point,

+#That's the whole story, ‘and it summarizes:
everythmg in a nutshell,” said Sasse of Rhode Is- k

land’s lack of taxpayer relief progress. . -

G ”Our ‘takes:are 8.7 petcent-above __the nahonal_'_;:

average I cion’t know Whai: can. be sazd

o Rhode:Island’s total state-and-local tax collec- . - 34th, and Connecticut ranked 11th.

_' ital letters,” said Sasse.

Hstics, In ‘the last’10 years, Rhode Island’s
echned from $112 90 in 1995 fo' $107 31
005. Ty Connectlcut state and Tocal tax collec-

19 17 per $1 (}00 of personel meome in '_ipercent

‘we don't start to control spendmg, we're not go-.: |
_ img to be able to sustain our services because as,
the- study shows;: Rhode Isianders are already- é
: taxed out ” he sald : : E

Rhode Islanders need'to get their act ’rogether :
as its neighbors seeriingly have, Sasse said. ;
The study uses state and local govemment i
nances compiled by the United States Bureau of
‘Census for fiscal year 2005, the * most: recent year ;

A ot of the numbers we're repertmg h"' e

study shows how Rhode Island js- falhng behmd
while its neighbors are making progress.”:. - |

. In 1995, Massachusetts ranked 23rd in.com-
" 'bined state and local taxes, Connecticut ranked |
- seventh, and Rhode Island ranked 14th. In 2005,
Rhode-Tsland jumped to the ‘seventh ‘highest .

taxed state in the U.S: while Massachusetts :
correctly “nicknamed: “Taxachusetts”) ranked-'

* “Rhode Tsland has a spending problem i
‘To make his point, Sasse .pom’fed to- more

budget has increased by 82.7- percent. The av
agé personal income in thé state grew by 59
percent, and mﬂahon grew by approxmately

Tt doesn’t take a math genius, Sasse'said, to see’ .
that a government which grows by almost mple
the rate of inflation is clearly too big. o
- “We're really getting into a posmon where If- !




